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decided to make one last attempt. The young versatile Abdur
RahimKhan-i-Khanan,sonof Bairam Khan, was appointed Gover-
nor of Ajmer and given sweeping powers to mobilize all available
striking power. The destruction wrought by Abdur Rahim in Mewar
boomeranged on the Mughal army. Scarcity of food brought the
Khan's war machinery to a standstill. The Rana's agents made the
going still more difficult for the hungry soldiers; they poisoned the
wells, ambushed unwary contingents, looted supplies, and set on fire
towns and hamlets reported to have given assistance to the in-
vaders. One day, Pratap's son Amar Singh (popularly known as
Amma) attacked and captured at night an enemy camp on the bank
of the river Bevas; the inmates, a part of the Khan's harem, were
brought to Pratap who received the ladies with courtesy, and im-
mediately made arrangements to send them back to the Mughal
commander. To Amma he said:
The honour of women is dear to us. On this noble plank is built
the edifice of Rajput society. Jauhar is no mere self-immola-
tion; it is a symbol of woman's identification with the Divine
spirit. To lay your hand on woman is to denounce the traditions
of chivalry we are justly proud of. Never again, my son, should
you be guilty of such a lapse.
The incident impressed the Mughal general. When the news
reached Akbar, he immediately ordered a ceasefire and issued a
proclamation that in future no harm should come to Rajput women
at the hands of an imperial soldier. The Rajput pride in chivalry
struck a sympathetic chord in his heart; his respect for Pratap
increased, and he decided to let the valiant Rana live in peace.
The Khan was ordered to retrace his steps to the base camp at
Ajmer. Thus came to an end a decade of costly campaigns in
Mewar. Pratap's reputation spread throughout Hindustan. He was
the only one to have withstood successfully the pressure of the
Chughtai armies. The eighty square miles of territory he claimed
to be his own became a place of pilgrimage, a 'sanctum sanctorum'
hallowed by the blood of brave Rajputs and more heroic Raj-
putnis. Pratap's comeback was dramatic. Within two years, he
recaptured the whole of Mewar except Chitor, Ajmer and Man-
dalgarh. Akbar was content to hold what he possessed; circum-
stances perhaps compelled him to make a virtue of necessity. His